Case series of extra pulmonary tuberculosis presenting as facial swelling.
In England there were 7,290 cases of tuberculosis (TB) reported in 2013. The area with the highest incidence of the disease in England is London, with hotspots in other urban areas. TB affecting the head and neck is rare. We present three such cases of TB presenting as pre-auricular swelling. Two of the patients were initially misdiagnosed as having dental infection, demonstrating the importance of taking a good history and considering the differential diagnosis of TB when appropriate. TB remains a potentially fatal disease that should be considered in patients presenting with facial swelling where common causes have been excluded.